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Cover: ARS researchers have developed a tool that iIIuminates eggs and uses an
imaging system to consistently identify eggshell cracks that are so tiny they're
invisible. Electrical engineer Seung Chul Yoon (Ieft) and agricultural engineer
Kurt Lawrence evaluate image results from the microcrack detection system. Story
begins on page 4. Photo by Stephen Ausmus. (D130S-19)

PARTNERING UP-Partnership and collaboration have always played a role in
the Agricultural Research Service's successes. In the past decade alone,
ARS has entered into about 3,000 new partnership agreements every year
with a variety of public and private entities. The next issue of the magazine
takes a look at some of the benefits of these kinds of collaborations. One
major example is the concerted international effort to battle Ug99 stem
rust of wheat and barley. Other partnerships are working to evaluate the
effectiveness of conservation efforts on water quality, eradicate fruit flies in
Hawaii, or develop new breeding lines of maize and soybeans. Still others
have resulted in products that may end up in your kitchen, such as a high-
protein snack food made with whey or a low-glycemic-index sweetener that
can help people with diabetes better manage their diets.
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