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ON THE COVER

The Standard Model of particle physics holds that quarks
(the constituents of protons and neutrons) and leptons
(such as the electron) are indivisible. Yet some findings
suggest that quarks and leptons actually contain still tinier
building blocks, known as preons. If preons exist, they will
lead to discoveries of phenomena scientists have yet to
imagine. Photograph by Craig Cutler.
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America’s Science Problem

The U.S. faced down authoritarian governments
on the left and right. The “antiscience” movement
is now posing an even greater challenge.

By Shawn Lawrence Otto

Also: Science in an Election Year Scientific American’s
editors grade Obama and Romney on their policy acumen.

Autism and the Technical Mind

Scientists and engineers may be more likely to pass
along genes that predispose their children to autism.
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A New Enlightenment

Quantum theory once seemed like the last nail in the coffin
of pure reason. Now it’s looking like its savior.

By George Musser
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Election 2012: The Science Perspective

As the U.S. presidential campaign Kicks into high gear,
we provide news and analysis about the candidates’
statements and track records on science, technology,
the environment and health care.

Go to www.ScientificAmerican.com/nov2012/campaign
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