


Recently discovered fossils from South Africa represent a
species new to science. Austrafopithecus sediba. which could
be the ancestor of our genus, Homo. The skull is part of a
spectacularly well-preserved skeleton of a young male-
one of several A. sediba individuals that died in an under-
ground cave 1.977 million years ago outside what is now
Johannesburg. Photograph by Brent Stirton, Getty Images.
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