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B  Physicists usually describe the weirdness of quantum me-

Y  chanics in terms of particles: particles that pass through
two slits at once, for example, or those that influence one
another directly without sending signals through the in-
tervening space. Yet the very same phenomena affect
larger bodies, too, and may be observable in crystals and
even in life. Image by Kenn Brown, Mondolithic Studios.
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Living in a Quantum World

Quantum mechanics is not just about teeny particles.
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A Test for Consciousness

How will we know when the first sentient computer
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By Christof Koch and Giulio Tononi
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Planning for the Black Swan

The accident in Fukushima has focused attention
on a new generation of U.S. nuclear reactors.

Are they safe enough against unforeseeable events?
By Adam Piore
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TECHNOLOGY

Inside the Meat Lab

A handful of scientists aim to satisfy the world’s
growing appetite for steak without wrecking the planet.
The first step: grab a petri dish. By Jeffrey Bartholet

MICROBIOLOGY

The Smartest Bacteria on Earth

One species of soil microbe makes unusually wise
communal decisions. By Anna Kuchment
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The Devil’s Cancer

A contagious tumor threatens to wipe out the famous
Tasmanian devil. Could similarly “catching” cancers arise
‘in humans, too? By Menna E. Jones and Hamish McCallum
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Greater Glory

In the race to the South Pole, explorer Robert F. Scott

refused to sacrifice his ambitious science agenda.

By Edward J. Larson

GLOBAL WARMING

“I Stick to the Science”

House skeptics were counting on physicist Richard A.
Muller to help them in the climate debate. It didn’t work
out that way. Interview by Michael D. Lemonick
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Spotlight on Dark Matter

For four days in May, leading physicists and astronomers
from around the world gathered in Baltimore to talk about
the abundant but mysterious stuff that accounts for one
quarter of the contents of the universe.

Go to www.ScientificAmerican.com/jun2011/dark-matter
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