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ON THE COVER

The well-tested theory of cosmic inflation holds that the
universe has the structure we know and love because
the early universe underwent a period of incredibly rapid
expansion. Now a leading contributor to the concept
confesses that he and other scientists have been sweep-
ing important problems with the theory under the rug.
lllustration by Malcolm Godwin.
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Studies of the brain could transform judicial views of
whether defendants are responsible for their actions.
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people speaking simultaneously. That may soon change.
By Graham P. Collins
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The Orderly Chaos of Proteins

To carry out critical work in cells, proteins must adopt
specific rigid shapes—or so standard wisdom says.

Yet many key proteins turn out to be quite floppy.

By A. Keith Dunker and Richard W. Kriwack?
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Seconds before the Big One

Forecasting an earthquake is still beyond reach, but
scientists have figured out how to give many seconds
of advance warning—time enough to save lives.

By Richard Allen
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Genetically modified crops, says agro-research czar
Roger Beachy, get an unjustified shellacking from
environmentalists. Interview by Brendan Borrell
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Natural-Born Killer

Lethal from day one, the tentacled snake uses
surprisingly sly tactics to capture fish.

By Kenneth C. Catania
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