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WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS

® 20 12 Events That Will Change
Everything

Certain natural and man-made events could

happen suddenly and at any time, completely
transforming societies.

MEDICINE
32 Alzheimer’s: Forestalling

the Darkness

By Gary Stix

Intervening before symptoms appear may be
key to avoiding the leading cause of dementia.
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40 Is Time an lllusion?
By Craig Callender

The concepts of time and change, argue some
physicists, emerge from a universe that, at root,
is utterly static.
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48 Washing Carbon Out of the Air

By Klaus S. Lackner

Machines could absorb carbon dioxide from

the atmosphere, slowing or even reversing its rise
and reducing global warming.
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54 Did Neandertals Think Like Us?

By Kate Wong
In an interview, Neandertal expert Jodao Zilhao

defends his controversial view that our oft-maligned

relatives shared our cognitive abilities.
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58 The Earth’s Missing Ingredient

By Kei Hirose

The discovery of a highly dense mineral that sits at
the bottom of the mantle has yielded fascinating
clues to the planet’s history.
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66 Fake Botox, Real Threat
By Ken Coleman and ST ON THE COVER

Raymond A. Zilinskas What if someone clones a human? Computers
A booming market for a counterfeit beauty become conscious? Extraterrestrials contact us?
product is raising the odds that a deadly biological Answers to these questions and more.

weapon will fall into the wrong hands. Image by Jon Valk Design.
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Modernizing Medicine:

Health Care in the Information Age
As medical records are digitized and
information technology becomes more
sophisticated, physicians and hospitals

face a rapid transformation in the way they
treat patients and track diseases.
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