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ASTRONOMY

Cloudy with a Chance of Stars
By Erick T. Young

Making a star is no easy thing. Astronomers are
filling in gaps in the standard view of how stars arise.

EVOLUTION

The Naked Truth
By Nina G. Jablonski
Recent findings lay bare the origins of human

hairlessness—and hint that naked skin was a key
factor in the emergence of other human traits.

TRANSPORTATION
Better Mileage Now

By Ben Knight

Emerging technologies could make the internal-
combustion engine substantially more fuel-efficient,
even as green vehicles make inroads.

MEDICINE

The Art of Bacterial Warfare
By B. Brett Finlay

New research reveals how bacteria hijack our
body’s cells and outwit our immune system—and
how we can use their own weapons against them.

ENVIRONMENT

Fixing the Global

Nitrogen Problem

By Alan R. Townsend and Robert W. Howarth
Growing global use of nitrogen to fertilize croplands
is damaging the environment and threatening human
health. Can we chart a more sustainable path?

PERCEPTION

Seeing Forbidden Colors

By Vincent A. Billock and Brian H. Tsou
People can be made to see reddish green and
yellowish blue—hues forbidden by theories

of color perception.

LIFE SCIENCE

The Prolific Afterlife
of Whales

By Crispin T. S. Little
On the deep seafloor, the carcasses of the largest
mammals give life to unique ecosystems.
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bedecked in mostly naked skin. How and why
| did we lose so much of our hair?
Image by Anthony Marsland, Getty Images.

Human beings are the only primate species
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The Internet at 40

Four decades ago the Defense
Department connected computer
nodes at four universities—a his-
toric linkup that would evolve into
the Internet. One defense agency
marked the 40th anniversary with ”
a social-networking balloon hunt. 4

More at www.ScientificAmerican.com/feb2010
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