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A few weeks after Sir Arthur C. Clarke celebrated his goth birthday
this past December, he received a visit from IEEE Spectrum contributor
Saswato R. Das. From a hospital bed in Colombo, Sri Lanka, where he
was recuperating from a back injury, Clarke talked to Das about his
1945 paper on geostationary satellites; the concept of a space elevator,
which he first outlined in his 1979 novel The Fountains of Paradise; and
his development as a science-fiction writer. Read the article and listen
to the interview with this colossus of science fiction.

BUILDING LASERS ON SILICON
Researchers are making big steps
toward bonding lasers onfy
chips to combine the p
microprocessors with light-
communication.

THE “OTHER"” DARPA ARM
We take you to the lohns Hopkins

- Webcasts

ator Forum
e® digital library

- r |L rviews

University lab selected by DARPA to 2
5 - Opinions
develop, by the end of next year, a bionic L
- More

arm that is wired directly to the brain.

_TRUM.IEEE.ORG

MARCH 2008 -

U303

WWW.IEEE.ORG/
THEINSTITUTE

AVAILABLE 7 MARCH ON
THE INSTITUTE ONLINE

MAKING A WORLD
OF DIFFERENCE

hMembers in Ethiopia, Germany, ¥
Kurdistan, Pakistan, and Peru are
improving communities with projects
involving mentoring teachers,
search-and-rescue robots [below],

a fiber-optic netwark, and low-cost
medical technology.
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