NEWS
8 Robot Makers Fight Over
$280 Million Contract

The maker of the Roomba says stolen
trade secrets led to its loss of a huge
military contract. By Erico Guizzo

10 Carbon Nanotubes Cool Chips

Il A Messenger Arrives at Mercury

13 Catastrophic Climate Change

14 Zoo Network Could Halt: Spread of D;sease
16 THE BIG PICTURE Explodmg Waterm‘eloi'i
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OPINION

6 FORUM Fond memories of the
HP 35 calculator and doubts about
Google's green scheme.

7 SPECTRAL LINES Fairchild
Semiconductor, an innovator in
transistors and ICs, celebrates its
50th anniversary.

64 TECHNICALLY SPEAKING
Just as computers turned us into
connoisseurs of fonts, so has the .

DECEMBER 2007

VOLUME 44 NUMBEH I2 INTEF{N#.TIONAL EDiTION

RESOURCES

51 CAREERS An engineer turns
her love of games into her livelihood.
By David Kushner

53 TOOLS & TOYS This gun gets
its ammo from a wall socket.
By Paul Wallich

54 INVENTION Your patent’s
powersénd at the water’s edge.
: By Kirk Teska

'55 BOOKS Glohal warmmg, .
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