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49 TheTR35

We present our eighth annual list of top innovators
unc{ergj. Of special note are Aimée Rose, winner of the
Humanitarian of the Year award for her work in explo-
sives detection, and JB Straubel, winner of the Innova-
tor of the Year award for his work on the Tesla Roadster

sports car. Other inventions include meditative video
games, technology to prevent chip piracy, insect-like
robots, and personalized vaccines.

B www.technologyreview.com/tr35 Explore the TR35's research
through videos, slide shows, and infographics.

78 How Obama Really Did It

Social technology helped bring him to the brink of

the presidency.
By DAVID TALBOT

B www.technologyreview.com/obama Watch an interview with the

cofounder of Blue State Digital, the

company behind Obama's Web success.

84 Obama’s Geek Economist

Austan Goolsbeeisanew

breed of economic advisor

for a new kind of presidential candidate.

By MARK WILLIAMS
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88 “I Just Called to Say I Love You”

Cell phones, sentimental
of public space.
By JONATHAN FRANZEN
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10 Managing Energy
We need to apply information

technology to the energy grid.
By Peter Corsell

10 Broadening
Technology’s Reach
Researchers should switch from
the race for the best to bringing
new technologies to the rest.

By Johnny Lee

ity, and the decline

11 Battling Cellulose
Insights into biomass could
improve biofuel production.
By Michelle Chang

FORWARD

21 The Core of the Brain
A new mapping approach identi-
fies the hub of the human cortex.

22 Flawless Vote Counts
Cryptography lets voters verify
their ballots.

24 Broadband Anywhere
Sprint turns Baltimore into a
giant wireless hot spot.

26 A Brief History of
Microblogging

The popular startup Twitter and
its competitors spawned an
entire ecosystem.

28 Life Leftin Light
Light microscopes make a
comeback.

30 Solar Boom
New twists on the three leading
solar technologies.

TO MARKET

33-36 Technology
Commercialized
Liquid-lens webcam, artery

drill, high-definition transmit-

ter, gesture-controlled laptop,
eBay for interest rates, first tidal
power generator, glasses-free
3-D, 60-megapixel photography,
more-sensitive mammograms,
microRNA diagnostics.

QaA

38 Mitch Kapor

The personal-computing pioneer
says that the U.S. needs a CTO.
By Kate Greene

M www.technologyreview.com/
qganda See Mitch Kapor explain
the benefits of a federal CTO.
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40 Where Cell Phones
Goto Die

People are recycling more
mobile phones each year.

By Kate Greene
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96 “It’s Not a Revolution
if Nobody Loses”

A new age of “technological
reproducibility” is here. Ugh.

By Emily Gould

98 Personal Genomics:
Access Denied?
Consumers have a right to their
genomes. By Misha Angrist

100 Web App Writers:
Rejoice, Beware

Google App Engine is easy to
use and—at least initially—free.
Is it too good to be true?

By Erica Naone

HACK

102 Tesla Roadster
An electric sports car that
generates buzz.

‘evin Bullis

B www.technologyreview.com/

hack Test-drive a Roadster with
Tesla’s JB Straubel,
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104 Intensifying the Sun
A new way to concentrate sun-
light could make solar power
competitive with fossil fuels. By
Kevin Bullis

B www.technologyreview.com/
demo See how the solar concen
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108 Nanotechnology |

109 Biotechnology |

110 Information |
Technology

34 YEARS AGO IN TR

112 Having the _
President’s Ear |
A look back at a time when

science held sway. By Matt

Mahoney

B www.technologyreview.com/

advisors Browse a time line of
science advisors to the president.

Emerging Technologies Conference @ MIT

Meet the 2008

R 35

Joinusat Em as we
honor these outstanding
young innovators!

The annual Em Conference at MIT
is a three-day summit attracting world-
renowned innovators and senior business
leaders to discuss the cutting-edge
technologies poised to make a dramatic
impact on our world.

Join us September 23-25, 2008, on the
MIT campus, as we recognize this year's
honorees at the TR35 awards ceremony
and reception, interact with these young
innovators during dedicated breakout
sessions, and hear about their work
during on-stage “elevator pitches.

View the complete agenda and register now at

Enter code TRSub 2 whe eri ine and

receive 10¢

September 23-25, 2008
MIT Campus
Cambridge, MA




